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Byron Dorgan (D-ND)


ARSENIC TRIOXIDE SUPERFUND SITE

QUESTION:   What is the time table for the Environmental Protection Agency to address the additional homes found to be above the 10 parts per billion (ppb) arsenic maximum contaminant level (MCL) identified in the Five-Year Review for the Arsenic Trioxide Superfund Site (Site)?

ANSWER:

· EPA, working with the State of North Dakota and the South East Water Users’ District, is extending water distribution lines and expanding the water treatment facilities to provide water to approximately 330 remaining rural households with contaminated drinking water.  The remaining work is estimated to cost approximately $18 million.

· As an interim action, bottled water is being provided to rural households within the Site boundary where arsenic concentrations exceed the safe drinking water standard. 

· Construction of water distribution lines to expand the centralized water system will be carried out in phases.  The next phase is currently being advertised, and construction is expected to begin in late May or early June 2009.  Approximately 150 rural households will be connected in this phase.


· Two additional phases remain.  The design for the next phase will begin this summer to connect approximately 80 rural households and expand the treatment facilities to handle the increase demand.  Construction for this phase is anticipated to occur during the summer of 2010, with the final phase of construction beginning during the summer of 2011 and ending in 2012. 

BACKGROUND:

· The Site was placed on the NPL in 1983 because of high concentrations of arsenic in groundwater.  The original remedy was implemented between 1986 and 1993 and provided centralized water service to the communities of Mantador, Lidgerwood, Milnor, Rutland and Wyndmere, N.D., and approximately 300 rural households.  

· The federal arsenic drinking water standard was changed from 50 to 10 ppb in March 2001, causing EPA and the State of North Dakota to revisit the remedy.

· Accomplishments.  Since 2005, the water system has been expanded to provide service to Hankinson and Wyndmere as well as approximately 60 additional homes in the vicinity of Wyndmere and Lake Elsie during the 2008 construction season.

· A decision document, signed in February 2009, outlined the institutional controls necessary to ensure the long-term protectiveness of the remedy.  


· Congressional Inquiries.   Senator Dorgan sent a letter in July 2008 requesting that the City of Lidgerwood be included in the remedy for the Site.  Assistant Administrator Bodine responded, stating that since Lidgerwood had previously decided not to be connected to the rural water system and since EPA had constructed a protective remedy for Lidgerwood, EPA could not construct a second remedy. 
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